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Jesus radically cleansed male headship of prideful
domination and radically exalted women to a level
of honor and respect due their status as coequal
image-bearers. We must do no less.

After months of study, discussion, and prayer, and with
insightful input from many wise women, the elders offer
this document as a guide for ministry.

We are convinced that:

1. The issue of women in ministry is significant
to the health and mission of the Church and
must be addressed biblically.

2. While important, this is not a matter of sal-
vation; therefore, those who disagree must
be treated with grace and respect.

3. We will preserve our unity by discouraging
divisive behavior or speech.

History has long demonstrated the sinful tendency of
men to lead oppressively. To our shame, this has also
been true in the Church. Women worldwide have pro-
perly sought the honor they deserve. In recent years,
a few have overcorrected by responding just like the
men they opposed, but most want only to be treated
as the equals they are. Those of us who have sinned in
this matter must repent and be transformed by God’s
Spirit.



he exhibits an indifferent passivity to his wife’s domineer-
ing control.

Our model is Christ’s sacrificial headship of His Church
and the Church’s willing submission as Christ’s bride.
A husband is to be the loving servant leader, protector,
provider, and nourisher (Eph. 5:23, 25-33; Col. 3:19;












